Dr. Myrna Milani, who received her DVM degree from The Ohio State University in 1972, has been an Independent Scholar in Veterinary Ethology, emphasizing the interaction of domestic animal health, behavior, and the human-animal bond. After more than a decade as a veterinary medical clinician, she focused all of her efforts on the ethological aspects of veterinary practice. In addition to her behavioral/bond practice, she does presentations, seminars, telecourses, has a mentoring program, and maintains an educational website (www.mmilani.com), She is the author of seven books for the general public on various aspects of canine and feline behavior and the human-animal bond, a bond- and behavior-based veterinary communications text, and numerous articles. She wrote columns for Cornell’s University’s, DogWatch and Veterinary Forum, and currently writes one for the Canadian Veterinary Journal. Dr Milani has spoken at multiple national, state, and international veterinary meetings. She was the recipient of the 2009 Eli Lilly Lectureship to further knowledge of the physiological, psychological, and sociological importance of the human-companion animal bond. Some of the topics that Dr. Milani enjoys speaking about include the behavioral and bond effects of common canine and/or feline medical problems, a comprehensive approach to the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of canine aggression, bond and behavioral approaches to separation anxiety and feline elimination problems, human emotions as they affect animal health and behavior, and the behavioral and human-animal bond challenges facing clients and practitioners in the future.

Location: New Hampshire

Contact information: email - mm@mmilani.com

           

 Phone - 603-542-7227
Dr. Vint Virga received a BS in Animal Science in 1980 and DVM in 1987, both from the University of California, Davis. Subsequently, he worked in clinical practice as an emergency room clinician, associate veterinarian, practice owner, and in industry as a technical services veterinarian, before returning to academics to specialize in veterinary behavioral medicine. Dr. Virga completed his residency in behavioral medicine at Cornell University and is board-certified by the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists.   He attends companion animal cases at Veterinary Healing Arts, a state-of-the-art specialty practice limited to veterinary behavioral medicine and dermatology in East Greenwich, RI and consults nationally on-site at zoological gardens and wild animal parks on the care of captive wildlife.  His special interests include stereotypic and ritualistic behaviors, stress coping mechanisms, and environmental and social enrichment for captive wildlife. Beyond clinical practice, Dr. Virga has been active professionally on a national level serving as a veterinary liaison to the US congress, a consultant on legal and legislative issues concerning animal welfare, and a frequent guest speaker at veterinary colleges, continuing education conferences, and public forums.  Dr. Virga is the author and editor of a number of research and clinical publications for veterinarians.  He is also the author of a children's book, The Last Pygmy Elephant, and is currently working on his first trade manuscript. As founding president of Veterinary Healing ArtsSM, Dr. Virga serves as a corporate, media, and private consultant on the interrelationships between humans and animals. His lecture topics include, but are not limited to: Environmental Enrichment for Zoo Animals, Stereotypic Behaviors in Zoo Animals, Self-Directed Behaviors in Zoo Animals, Self-Directed Behaviors in Dogs & Cats, Anxiety Disorders in Dogs, Anxiety Disorders in Cats, House Soiling and Marking Issues in Cats, Normal Feline Development & Behavior, and Psychopharmacology.

Location: Rhode Island
Contact information: email - vetbehavior@verizon.net
                      

 Phone- 401-885-1163
Dr. Sheila Segurson graduated from the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine in 1996 and, after several years as a general practice/emergency veterinarian, developed her interest in behavior while working at Pets Unlimited, a non-profit veterinary hospital and animal shelter in San Francisco. In 2005, she completed a three year behavior specialty training program at UC Davis, with an emphasis on shelter animals and shelter behavior programs, which led to board certification in the American College of Veterinary Behavior. After finishing her residency, Dr. Segurson worked for the UC Davis Koret Shelter Medicine Program and started a specialty behavior practice in Sacramento, California. Dr. Segurson is currently the Senior Applied Animal Behaviorist at the Center for Shelter Dogs at the Animal Rescue League of Boston.  Dr. Segurson is available for lectures on canine and feline behavior problems, and topics related to the behavior of pets in animal shelters.

Location: Massachusetts

Contact Information: email - sasegurson@yahoo.com  
  Phone - (617) 426-9170
